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Abstract

The petition that village school children read

in the late Joseon period

Chon, Kyoung-mok*

In the late Joseon period, not only children of the nobility but children of the middle class
or commoners went to village school and learned Chinese characters and read Confucian
scripts, However, children of the middle class or commoners could not pass the national civil
service exam and become public officials or famous Non-Confucian scholars, So they learned
practical texts such as trading documents of land or slaves, litigation documents, written
prayers, or marriage letters and aimed to become officials like Jonwui, which corresponds to
today's myunjang(head of a town). Therefore, children of the middle class or commoners
learned how to write various practical documents like petitions at village schools,

Looking through '"Yoram' or 'Sumoonrok', which are collections of practical texts that the
children of the middle class and commoners read at village schools, expressions were written
in a literary way compared to other litigations submitted to government offices and there are
added elements of fictional characters and events, so they arouse interest and create fun
factors, These are important in that they help show how actual litigations were transformed to
folktales or unofficial historical stories, which in turn changed into novels later, It is significant
that the beginning point of transformation into novels was petitions wrote by the middle class

or common people,

Key words : the nobility, the middle class, commoners, village school, litigation document, petition,

practical text, folktale, unofficial historical story, novel

* Professor, The Academy of Korean Studies



